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Former Hunters Point Worker Claims Supervisors Ordered Him
to Hide Radiation

Anthony Smith revea
hirn to switch so

>'theﬁ Investigative Unit how he says supervisors concealed radiation at Hunters Point by instructing
ples and dump potentielly contarminated dirt inte the ground.
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When Anthony Smith walked away from Hunters Point four vears ago, he carried a

secrel with him—a secret involving radiation, deception and a govemment
ae g rads seeption st ay TRENDING STORIES
contractor,
. BART Janitor Made $270Kin Pay and
For the first fime lfast November, the former radiation control techniclan revealed to ¢ Benefite; Repont

the Investigative Unit the tactics he said his supervisors used 1o conceal radiation
on Hunlers Point. The 80C-acre former Superfund sife is slated for parks, shops

- i Swipe Left for Five of the Bay
and homes. i Areas Withering Reservoirs

Srith said what he withessed-—and what he did—calls into guestion olaims that o N
s . California’s Baliot 17 Propositions
Hunters Point has been properly cleaned up and does not pose a public health

Explainad
hazard. For decades on Hunters Point, the Navy operated a radiological defense
faboratory and rdecontaminated ahins sornsand o nuclpar weanmns nste. . Dexision 2016
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Pasadena-hased company Tetra Tech won $300 milion in NMavy contracts o

. . . ?
oversee the cleanup of radiation. Smith said the company repeatedly cut corners WHAT DO YOU THINK?

{0 save money. in an interview with NBC Bay Area, Smith claimed Tetra Tech o~
. oading...
SUpEIVISOrS:

» Ordered him o replace potentially contaminated soll samples with clean soil Powersd by Civicteience

samples.

¢ instructed hiny to dump potentially contaminated soil into open frenches acress
Hunters Point.

s Forced him o sign falsified documents that were later submitied o the
QOVErrment.

» Tampered with computer data that analyzed radiation levels,

) ) o MEWSLETTERS
He said he decided to speak out “lo clear my name, make everything right and let )
Receive the iztest investigations updates in
people know what really happened.” yeur inkoy
Signup
Telra Tech has ignored mulliple interview reguests to discuss claims made by -

Srith and concemns raised by the state health depariment and whistieblowers in a
sertes of NBC Bay Area investigations dating bacl o 2014,

An onsite supervisor told the investigative Unit that inguires about Tetra Tech must
go through the Navy, but the Navy has also dedlined interview requests, A Navy
spokesman sald the agency hired another contractor o provide exira guality

control at Hunters Point.
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Switching Soil SBamples and Dumping Soil into Trenches

Smith left his Georgla home in 2002 and worked on and off at Hunters Point as a

radiation control fechnician until 2012, As part of his job, he collected soil samples.

That solf was then surveyed to delerming contamination levels.

Smith said beginning in 2008, his supervisors began instructing him o get rid of

contaminaled soil samples and replace them with clean soll samples. He said the

switching of the soil samples often took place out of public view, inside large

Conex bins located around the job site. He estimates hundreds of samples had

been switched,

“ didn't like it because it wasn't right” Srith said. "That's not the way it was

supposed o be done™

Smith believes multiple locations across Hunters Point may still be contaminated

with raciation,

Former radiation control te

udirg underreath a building refer|

liclogical Defen bo

n soil samy
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was faster an

He said he collected soll samples underneath a structure referred o s building

3514, which once housed part of the Navy's radiclogical lab. He recalls a sample

tested positive for radium, an element inked o bone cancer,

“Whean | took a sample it came back hol,” he said, “and they made me getrid of i1

Smith said the building should have been remediated after he found a hot soil

sample, but he questions whether crews subsequently cleaned up the

contamination. Me said remediating the area would have taken more fime and

HOney.
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The California Department of Public Health also guestioned the
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contaminated soil inte trenches that have since been covered or paved. Smith said
there is no way to know what the contamination levels are in the trenches without
retesting the soil. He said as far as he can tell, Tetra Tech did not test the trenches
after they were backfilied,

Faisified Documents and Data

Smith also said Tetra Tech fabricated documents called Chain of Custedy forms,
which are supposed to document where and when Smith took soll samples and
certify that the samples staved under his contrad. He said sometimes his bosses
would filt out the forms instead.

“ never got 1o see themn until the end of the day when all | done was sign my name
and put the date,” Smith zaid.
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He said he also waiched Tetra Tech supervisors change computer data that
detailed radiation readings, a practice he considers to be fraud, Smith said if his
hosses thought & radiation level was too high, they would knock it down o a lower

fevel,
Smith said he repeatedly raised concerns o Tetra Tech but that the response was
always the same-he could go home if he didm't like the company’s tactics. Smith

said he needed the job 30 he stuck it oul.

“1 really didr’t have nowhere else fo go work i | didr't stay here,” Smith

said. *f tell vou one thing, when | came out here | was healthy and when Heft | had
high blood pressure. Very high, That's how much it ate at me.”

internal Tetra Tech Report

Sriths contract expired in 2012, He put Hunters Point behind him until the
investigative Unit contacted him about an intermal Tetra Tech report produced in
April 2034, In i, the company admitted to the “mishandling of soil samples” and

submitling “falsified data” to the Navy,

Tetra Tech came up with multiple theories, but could not definitively conclude how
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avery day,” Smith said.

According to Tetra Tech's report, the company disciplined two supervisors,
conducied ethical training and resurveyed and remediated the areas identified in
the report. in February, the Nuclear Reguiatory Commission found Telra Tech may
have violaled an NRO requirement and is now considering enforcement action.

1 Sroith believes the company falled to identify and retest other
questionable locations on the site. He worries the health of people who will work,
play and live at Hunters Point may be at stake. Me said the cleanup can't be
rusted.

“'s not good and s not right,” Smith said. *Sure ain't”

if you have a tp for the investigative Unit emall theurtiibnbcbayarea. com or call
888-996-TIPG,

Eghdished 51 13010 P PSTon Mar &

CONNECT WITHEBS

18§ Updated at 020 AM PST on Mar 11, 2018

GEEY TR T o

YGU M AY LEKE Promoted Links by Taboola
Discover Global Finds at World Market. Shop Now!

Cost Plus World Market

Now You Can Track Your Car Using Your Smartphone

TrackR

“Shark Tank” Star Reveals #7 Mortgage Payoff Tip

Tha Easy Loan &

Lo

Lake Merritt Five-Alarrn Fire Still Srisldering, Under Investigation

Supporting Protest, Check-ins Flood Facebook Page for Standing Rock indian Reservation

Neighboring Residents Affected by Massive Qakland Fire

SPONSORED LINKS More From NBC
. World Markat's Furnitura Sale ENDS

SOON! Geat 25% off ... ©Cost Plus world Markss}
« U3 Infrastructure is in Disrepair. How

Can Investors Help? ©.5 Tus)

. The Fastest Way To Pay OH $10,000 In
Credit Card Debt (Nedws

]

« ' a Woman Who Joined Dollar Shave
Club. Here's What Happ... (Dollar Shave Club)

The World Was Not Ready For Their
Transformation (Livingy)

http://imvww.nbcbayarea.com/investigations/Former-Hunters- Point-Worker-Claims-Supervisors-Ordered- Him-to-Hide-Radiation-371723561.htm| 57

ED_004747_00005909-00005



11/2/2016 Former Hunters Point Worker Claims Supervisors Ordered Him to Hide Radiation | NBC Bay Area

nsumer Stores . 0

. Former Richmond Teacher Accused of
Molesting 15 Boys

. 8-Year-Qld's Question To Father Inspires
Effort To Donate Millions Of Meals To ...

. Suspects Arrested in Brutal 2014
Beating Death of 3F Homeless Man

Promoted Links by Taboola

Leave Commenis

3 Comments Sort by |

Add @ oo

Gary Jobusten - Consultant gt Self

Piease amend your report. The proper charachterization is not radiation, it's radioactive
material, radivactive wasle, or radiocactive contamination. Radiation is the emission of
energetlic particles or photons from radioactive malerial.
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-« ~ That will Kill you and so will the radioactive material. Splitting hairs won't save your
bult G Ji
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¥ The cleanup of Alameda Naval Air Station by the Navy and Tetra Tach is just as crooked

At Treasure lsland, residents found high ‘evel radicactive debris at shaliow depths in their
yards.

What next?
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Lawsuits. And who can say how adversely affected peopie’s heaith will be. For
some, it may not become evident for decades. Despicable.

Like - Reply - May 2, 2014 11:8am
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Let's just think about this for a minute. In their haste to make this area "habitable”, reporis
on levels of contamination were faisified. Colta love how Tetra Tech massaged the
verblage here 1o "mishandled”. What a fiasco. Put them in jail.
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